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Faculty of Education 
Faculty Council 

MINUTES 
March 13, 2013, 10 am 

Room 338 

 
 
Present:  
Elected Members: Prof. Martin Drapeau, Prof. Nancy Heath, Prof. Lise Winer, Prof. Teresa Strong-
Wilson, Prof. Enrique Garcia, Prof. Elaine Ménard, Prof. Charles Antoine Julien, Prof. Scott 
Conrod, Ms. Maya Kucij, Mr. Michael Canavan, Mr. Dean Thomson, Ms. Cora-Lee Conway (EGSS), 
Ms. Kady Patterson (EdUS) 
 
Non-elected members: Prof. Dilson Rassier(Acting Chair), Prof. Elizabeth Wood, Prof. Kimiz Dalkir, 
Prof. Ralf St-Clair, Prof. Alain Breuleux, Ms. Allyson Noftall  
 
Regrets:  
Prof. Hélène Perrault, Prof. Ingrid Sladeczek, Prof. David Pearsall, Prof. René Turcotte, Prof. 
Jeffrey Derevensky, Prof. France Bouthillier, Ms. Brianne Bond (EdUS), Ms. Moksha Serrano 
(EGSS 
 
1. Opening Remarks 

The Chair, Prof. Dilson Rassier welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.  
 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA of March 13, 2013 
Prof. Martin Drapeau moved and Prof. Winer seconded the motion to approve the Agenda as 
circulated.  

MOTION CARRIED 
 

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of January 29, 2013 
Prof. Dalkir moved and Ms. Lowery seconded the motion to approve the Minutes of January 
29, 2013. 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
4. Issues and Questions  

a. Outdated Equipment for teaching and learning ( Appendix 130313QI) 
Prof. Alain Breuleux, the Associate Dean Infrastructure, spoke to this question. He explained 
that funding came from the EdUS a couple of years ago and the funds were used to provide 
laptops for students, not professors.  At this time EdUS feels that there is no longer such a 
need for students and therefore they will not be replacing the equipment.  Professors can 
purchase laptops through research funds. There are other services available to serve the 
needs of professors and course lecturers such as the laptop lending program through ICS. 
There is a link through ICS’ program, the Knowledge Base, where laptops and other 



2 
 

equipment can be reserved online or in person at 688 Sherbrooke. Moreover, Prof. Breuleux, 
through the Faculty’s IT Workgroup, will look into what the equipment needs are for the 
Faculty.  
 

b. Faculty Council Steering Committee ( Appendix 130303MI) 
Prof. Teresa Strong-Wilson gave a brief overview of the rationale for the motion, reminding 
Council that that the current Administrative Group (steering committee) members are not 
elected members on Council. The motion proposed was that council  bring itself more in line 
with senate procedures. Prof. Strong- Wilson moved to put the motion on the floor and Prof. 
Drapeau seconded the motion.  
 
Discussion on the motion took place and a friendly amendment was proposed by Ms. Taylor 
Lowery, and was accepted by Council to read:  
 
Be it resolved that the Faculty Council Steering Committee be an elected body, composed of 
the Chair of Council (the Dean), two academic staff members, one non-academic or support 
staff member, one undergraduate student and one graduate student. Members would be 
elected internally, from among voting members of the Faculty Council. 
  
A vote took place with the changes from the friendly amendment and the motion was 
approved.  
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Council asked a point of procedure and whether or not this change needs to be approved by 
Senate and the Acting Chair. Prof. Rassier replied that he was not sure of the procedure 
moving forward or if it would need further consultation with Senate.  

 
 
 

5. Consultations and Reports 
a. Dean  

In the absence of the Dean, who chairs the Nominating Committee, Prof. Martin Drapeau -  a 
Nominating Committee member - presented and explained to Council the Nominating 
Committee’s mandate to review all standing committees each year by April 30  and the 
Committee’s recommendations for the Faculty’s Standing Committees.   
 
He shared with Council that the Nominating Committee tried to make the Faculty’s standing 
committees more flexible with minimal to no overlap of the mandates of the different 
committees. They also decreased the number of mandatory meetings. Furthermore, he 
pointed out that in order to implement the terms of reference of these committees, initially, 
the dates members serve will be staggered to provide continuity. He also shared with council 
that at this time because there is not a Prizes and Awards Committee functioning and in 
place, and due to deadlines, the Nominating Committee nominated two professors for the 
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Faculty’s two teaching awards. (The Faculty of Education’s Distinguished Teaching Award and 
the Heather Reisman & Gerald Schwartz Award for Excellence in Teaching) 
 
Prof. Winer moved and Prof. Ménard seconded to put the motion on the floor. Discussion on 
the motion took place and the following friendly amendments were suggested to the Student 
Affairs Committee:  
 
The first is to the second bullet of the mandate section of the Student Affairs Committee to 
read: 
Serves as an appeal board for any undergraduate student or applicant for re-admission who 
wishes to address their academic standing or re-admission.  
 
The second was in the section of the composition of the Student Affairs Committee third 
bullet to read: 
One undergraduate student and or Graduate Program Director or delegate from each 
academic unit of the Faculty (4). 
 
The third was in the last paragraph of the Student Affairs Committee terms of reference 
second to last sentence to read: 
SAC will maintain the option to invite a speaker to present as appropriate.  
 
A vote took place with the changes from the friendly amendments and the motion was 
approved.  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
b. Associate Dean Academic Programs 

Prof. Elizabeth Wood, the Associate Dean for Academic Programs, reminded Council that this 
is still a transitional time and only major program changes will be brought to Council for 
approval.  She shared with Council that the CAPFE accreditation report for the Faculty’s 
Bachelor of Education programs has been received and that an open meeting extended to all 
faculty members to discuss the report will take place tomorrow (March 14) at 2 p.m. in room 
233.  The program was reaccredited for two years.  Prof. Wood also shared with Council that 
DISE’s cyclical unit review has happened and that the review committee is now preparing the 
report. 
 

c. Associate Dean Research  
 Prof. Dilson Rassier, the Associate Dean for Research, reported to Council that the Faculty is 
waiting for results for grant applications to the tri-council agencies. He shared with Council 
that the University’s Research Advisory Committee (RAC) is waiting to do the next call for 
internal grants (usually $15, 000) and explained that these internal grants are commonly for 
researchers that do not hold SSHRCs.  

 
d. Executive  Director Student Affairs 
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Prof. Kimiz Dalkir, the Executive Director for Student Affairs, shared with Council that the 
Faculty’s Education Career Fair that took place on February 4th had a great turn out. This 
year there were more students and more companies, including international companies.  
Approximately 82% of graduating students attended. The Career Fair is how our faculty 
places its students. She also shared with Council that the first meeting with the Dean’s Office 
and EGSS and EDUS took place on February 28th. She explained that these are not formal 
meetings, but that they are open meetings in order for the students and administration to 
have a forum for discussion points.  
 

e. Deputy Associate Dean 
Prof. Dilson Rassier, the Associate Dean for Research, spoke in Prof. Ingrid Sladeczek’s 
absence. He shared with Council that this year’s graduate student awards selection is taking 
place at this time. He then explained that the awards application system has now been 
automated and is online. This new system is a big improvement from the old systemThe 
Committee on Graduate Studies will meet to rank the students in approximately two weeks. . 
Prof. Winer thanked both Prof. Rassier and Ms. Vanessa Bridgman for changing the previous 
system and for making the online application forms.  
 
Prof. Nancy Heath questioned how changes to the selection system were communicated to 
students as she felt that the changes had not been properly communicated back to them. 
Prof. Rassier assured Prof. Heath that the members of the Committee for Graduate Studies 
of the Faculty were made aware of the changes and should have shared this information 
back to the students. Prof. Heath suggested that perhaps they could try to work with EGSS in 
order for students to be well informed of changes. Prof. Rassier said that the committee is 
open to any suggestions for improving the communication.   
 

f. Associate Dean Infrastructure 
Prof. Alain Breuleux, the Associate Dean for Infrastructure, shared with Council that the 
Teaching and Learning Services Work Group (TLSWG) had approved room 434 in the main 
Education building for renovation next summer for new furniture. He then told Council that a 
Communications Officer, Ms. Tamarah Feder, reporting to Profs. Wood and Breuleux, as well 
as Central Communications, started work last week. He then reported that the Faculty’s IT 
Working Group is scheduled to meet next week.  
 

6. Varia 
Prof. Lise Winer expressed concern about the Faculty’s Development and Alumni Relations 
Department because of Bruno Mital’s departure. She also shared her concern that there was no 
official communication about the Communications Officer hire. 
 
Prof. Ralf St Clair asked what the procedure was for selecting Associate Deans in the Faculty. 
Prof. Rassier replied that Associate Deans are appointed by the Dean.  
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Ms. Cora-Lee Conway of EGSS shared with Council that EGSS’ 12th Annual Conference was going 
to take place this weekend March 15 & 16. She reminded everyone that this year registration is 
free for students.  
Ms. Kady Patterson of EdUS shared with Council that the EdUS Town Hall is taking place next 
week on March 21st from 5-7 pm in room 129. Everyone is welcome to attend.  
 
Ms. Maya Kucij, Education’s Head Librarian, reported to Council that the Education Library had 
received its new furniture on wheels. She invited all to go by the Library to visit 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:15 am. 
 


